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A. Common American Values 

Standard #2: Students learn duty, service, and responsibility as a citizen of 
their school, their community, the State of California, and the United States. 

OBJECTIVES  

 
DESIRED OUTCOME (Followership) 
At the conclusion of this training, Cadets will have a better concept of the values that Americans as a nation 
hold dear, their meaning, and the sources of those values. 
 
Plan of Action: 
 

1. Identify who wrote the Declaration of Independence, when, and why. 

2. Identify the five parts of the Declaration of Independence. 

3. Identify the American values established in the Declaration of Independence 

4. Identify the US Constitution by a description of its purpose 

5. Identify principles outlined in the US Constitution 

6. Identify the concepts put forth in the seven Articles of the Constitution 

7. Identify the main values reinforced by the US Constitution 

8. Identify the purpose of the Bill of Rights 

9. Identify the rights spelled out in the Bill of Rights 

10. Differentiate a Republic from a Democracy 

11. Identify key attributes of government put forth in the Declaration of Independence and Constitution 

12. Explain the core democratic values found in the Declaration of Independence, Constitution, and 

other core American foundational documents 

13. Identify key American cultural values 

14. Define capitalism and identify its main characteristics 

15. Define individualism and differentiate it from collectivism 

16. Define freedom as it relates to American culture. 

17. Explain how time and work ethic differ in some cultures 

18. 9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΩ 

19. Give four ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ΨǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΩ 

20. Give two examples of classes that are not currently protected 

21. Give an example of discrimination against a protected class 

22. Define immutable characteristics and give two examples 
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Introduction 
 
What are the basic values of the American people? Where did they come from? Have they changed over the 
pŀǎǘ нрл ȅŜŀǊǎΚ ²ƘƻΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΚ  
 
This section of curriculum will dive into the core values of America, and the sources that either summarize or 
state those values. We will discuss the importance of those values in our lives today. 
 
Depending on who you listen to, here are some of what we ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΥ 

¶ Independence / Self-Reliance 

¶ Liberty / Freedom 

¶ Equality / Equal Opportunity 

¶ Material Wealth ς the American Dream 

¶ Hard Work 

¶ Competition 

¶ Justice 

¶ Privacy
 
America, and our culture, has changed a lot since the country was founded. Are these values as important or 
true as they were in 1776? Do you, as an American, embrace these values as our ancestors did? Are they 
relevant to new US citizens from all over the world? Have they stood the test of time? Keep these questions 
in mind as you consider the lessons in this section. 
 
Three documents that are incredibly important to the history of the United States of America are collectively 
known as the Charters of Freedom: the Declaration of Independence, the US Constitution, and the Bill of 
Rights. These documents lay out the basis for America being a free and independent country, and give us the 
framework for our laws and system of government. 
 
We will look at these documents and some common American values that have played a major role in the 
formation and success of America. These lessons are not designed to replace these subjects in your social 
studies classes. The California Cadet Corps has as two of its objectives Patriotism and Citizenship. As cadets, 
we pledge to understand these concepts in a deeper way than the average student. WƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘƛǎƳΚ LǘΩǎ 
ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ LǘΩǎ pride and understanding of 
what has made America great ς the foundational documents, history, and values that we hold dear. What 
makes a great citizen? Someone who contributes to their community, state, and nation in a positive way, 
participates in the processes of republican democracy, and is a positive help and influence on the people 
around them. 
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A1. Declaration of Independence 
 
Unless you slept through your social 
ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
Declaration of Independence. Drafted by 
Thomas Jefferson and a committee from 
the Second Continental Congress 
consisting of Ben Franklin, John Adams, 
Roger Sherman, & Robert Livingston, the 
Declaration of Independence was 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴƻ 
longer considered ourselves a part of the 
British Empire. Americans and British 
soldiers had been fighting the 
Revolutionary War on American soil for a 
year already, and the colonial government 
finally came together on July 4, 1776 to 
announce that independence was its goal. 
 
Producing the Declaration of 
Independence was no easy task. Not all 
colonies agreed that they wanted to seek 
independence. Coming out publicly in 
support of independence, against the 
mightiest empire in the world, seemed 
like a sure way to being declared a traitor, 
confiscation of property, and loss of 
individual freedom. When most colonies started coming around to the idea of supporting independence, 
they still had to agree on the details ς a process that took months. Even the final document we look at today 
is about 75% of what Thomas Jefferson presented to the Congress, after cuts and changes. But they did 
accept it, sign it, and publish it. The 13 colonies became the first 13 states of the United States, united in the 
desire to forge ahead independent from Great Britain. 
 
The Declaration of Independence was more of a statement of values and ideals than a framework for a new 
country. Historians argue about what documents or philosophers influenced its message. People over the 
centuries have emphasized different aspects of it to support their cause, depending on their point of view. 
¢ƘŜ ƛǊƻƴȅ ƻŦ ŘŜŎƭŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άŀƭƭ ƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŜǉǳŀƭΣέ ȅŜǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ slavery as an institution, has always 
been a major issue.  
 
The document announced to the King and Parliament, the American colonists, and to the world that the 
American colonies were breaking away from Great Britain, and it gives the reasons Congress believed that to 
be a supportable action.  
 
The Declaration of Independence may be broken into five parts (US National Archives, Accessed in OCT 
2020): 
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The Introduction asserts as a matter of Natural Law the ability of a people to assume political independence, 
acknowledges that the grounds for such independence must be reasonable, and therefore explicable, and 
ought to be explained. 

 
The Preamble outlines a general philosophy of government that justifies revolution when government harms 
natural rights. 

 
The Indictment lists the particular grievances documenting the ƪƛƴƎΩǎ άǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳǎǳǊǇŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛōŜǊǘƛŜǎΦ These are the specific reasons the founding fathers gave for their 
severance from Great Britain. To see the full list of 27 grievances, check it out in the National Archives at 
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration.  
 
The Denunciation of the British People describes the colonists' attempts to inform and warn the British 
people of the king's injustice, and the British people's failure to act. Even so, it affirms the colonists' ties to 
ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŀǎ ϦōǊŜǘƘǊŜƴΦέ Lǘ ǘƘŜƴ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΦ 

In CONGRESS, July 4, 1776 

 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, 

 

"When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands 

which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and 

equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the 

opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the cauǎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƳǇŜƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

 

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--

That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from 

the consent of the governed,--That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is 

the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such 

principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and 

Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light 

and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, 

while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But 

when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce 

them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide 

new Guards for their future security." 

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-evident
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_men_are_created_equal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creator_deity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inalienable_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life,_liberty_and_the_pursuit_of_happiness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consent_of_the_governed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_to_revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Despotism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revolution#Political_and_socioeconomic_revolutions
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Finally, the Conclusion asserts that there exist conditions  under which people must change their 
government, that the British have produced such conditions and, by necessity, the colonies must throw off 
political ties with the British Crown and become independent states. The conclusion contains, at its core, 
the Lee Resolution that had been passed on July 2. 
 
The 56 members of the Second Continental Congress signed the Declaration of Independence. You may see 
one of the original copies on display in the National Archives in Washington DC. 
 
For more information on each of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, go to:      
    Declaration of Independence Signers   

 
 
AMERICAN VALUES: 
What were the values proposed in the Declaration of Independence?  For the most part, they are the values 
expressed by European philosophers in the Age of the Enlightenment. Benjamin Franklin (one of the men on 
the Committee to draft the Declaration of Independence, along with Thomas Jefferson) was a follower of this 
philosophy, as were many of his contemporaries. 
 
The main ideas espoused in the Declaration of Independence, which pull strongly from Enlightenment and 
humanist theory, are: 

¶ Equality όάŀƭƭ ƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ Ŝǉǳŀƭέύ 

¶ Freedom & Opportunity (άŜƴŘƻǿŜŘ by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happinessέύ 

¶ The power of government comes from the consent of the people governed 

"Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them from time to time of 

attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the 

circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, 

and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would 

inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of 

consanguinity. 

We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the 

rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends." 

"We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing 

to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the 

good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these united Colonies are, and of Right ought 

to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all 

political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that 

as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish 

Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support 

of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each 

other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor." 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Resolution
https://www.revolutionary-war-and-beyond.com/declaration-of-independence-signatures.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Continental_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Resolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sovereign_state
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¶ People have the right to abolish their government and institute a new one (PapersOwl, Accessed in 

OCT 2020) 
 
To boil it down, the values established by the Declaration of Independence are equality, liberty, and 
opportunity. 

It may seem surprising that these are the only values spoken of in the Declaration of Independence. When 
we think of rights, we think of the many rights outlined in the Bill of Rights (Amendments 1-10 of the 
Constitution). But the Declaration of Independence was simpler than that. Its sole purpose was to 
communicate the breaking away from Great Britain of the American colonies. It established the basic values 
that Congress believed gave them the right to do that, then it listed the grievances against the colonists they 
believed the King (and his government) was responsible for. It concludeŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎ άŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ wƛƎƘǘ 
ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ CǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦέ 

 

 
 
It has to be addressed that the values listed in the Declaration of Independence are ideals ς concepts that are 
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мттсΣ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ ²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
are created equal, but there are many inequalities in this world. We believe people have the right to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; but often people are denied these basic rights. All people are equal ς 
but we can own slaves (in 1776). In 1860, the national government denied the right of states to secede from 
the Union, though that right seems to be pretty clearly articulated in the Declaration of Independence. We 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ completely achieve them. 

Liberty: The state of being free. As a value, Liberty refers to the ability to choose our own path, 

ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ όŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎύ. The Bill of Rights ς the 

first ten amendments to the Constitution - guarantees Americans freedom of speech, press, and 

religion, the right to bear arms, to refuse to have soldiers quartered in your house, freedom of 

unreasonable search and seizure, right to a speedy and fair trial by jury, and against self-

ƛƴŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŦǊƻƳ ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ōŀƛƭ ƻǊ ŦƛƴŜǎΦ άLǘΩǎ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅέ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 

ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƻǊ ŦƻǊōƛŘŘŜƴΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΦ 

The Enlightenment: a European intellectual movement of the 17th and 18th centuries that 

emphasized reason and science. The philosophy advocated for a society based upon reason 

rather than faith, a civil order based on natural law and science, with ideals such as liberty, 

progress, tolerance, fraternity, constitutional government, and separation of church and state. 

Radicals believed in democracy, individual liberty, freedom of expression, and eradication of 

religious authority. (Lumen, Accessed in OCT 2020)  

9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΥ ¢ƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ŝǉǳŀƭ 

treatment of people irrespective of social or cultural differences. It has grown, in law, to mean 

equal treatment and rights regardless of race, color, gender, religion, age, sexual orientation, or 

national origin. 
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A2. The Constitution  
 
The Constitution of the United 
States is a much more legally 
important document than the 
Declaration of Independence 
(which, in some ways, was really 
just a press release). The 
Constitution is the basis for the law 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ 
than the Declaration of 
Independence, and can be (and has 
been) amended when two thirds of 
both houses and three fourths of 
the states agree to a change. It has served as a model for new governments around the world. 
 
As the Constitution establishes the law of the United States, it puts forth numerous principles. This 
establishes fundamental truth relating to how our nation governs itself. These principles are: 
(Worldhistory.us, 2017) 

¶ Popular sovereignty, meaning rule by the people 

¶ Republicanism, meaning the right to vote for representatives 

¶ Federalism, meaning power is shared between the national and state governments 

¶ Separation of powers into branches that make, enforce or interpret laws 

¶ Balance of Power - controls (checks) can be made on the other branches 

¶ Limited government - everyone is bound by the US Constitution 

¶ Individual rights - personal freedoms are guaranteed by the Bill of Rights 

¶ Judicial Review ς the power of the courts to determine the legality of laws  
 

 
 

hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΥ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ [ƛŦŜΣ [ƛōŜǊǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘ ƻŦ IŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎΩ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ 

to make something of yourself. This is a strongly held value in America, and is a value that many 

immigrants have held most dear. Coupled with some sense of equality, America gives its citizens 

ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳits of their intellect, 

strength, courage, and abilities. In many cases, this points people toward the value of material 

ǿŜŀƭǘƘ όƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŜŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ΨǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 5ǊŜŀƳΩύΦ aŀƴȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ 

value hard work matched with the opportunity to get ahead in life. 

Justice: the quality of being fair and reasonable. This value, which speaks both to fairness (harkening back 

to equality and opportunity) and a fair and impartial justice system, is the focus of much of the 

Constitution. Amendments 4-8 to the Constitution give to Americans protection from many of the 

ƎǊƛŜǾŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΦ  


































