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A. Common American Values

Standard 2: Students learn duty, service, and responsibility as a citizen of
their school, their community, the State of California, and the United States.

OBJECTIVES

DESIRED OUTCONHalowership
At the conclusion of this training, Cadets will have a better concepeofalues that Americares a nation
hold deartheir meanng, and the sources of those values.

Plan of Action

Identify who wrote the Declaration of Independence, when, and why.
Identify the five parts of the Declaration of Independence.
Identify the American values established in the Declaratiomdépendence
Identify the US Constitution by a description of its purpose
Identify principles outlined in the US Constitution
Identify the concepts put forth in the seven Articles of the Constitution
Identify the main values reinforced by the US Consbtulti
Identify the purpose of the Bill of Rights
Identify the rights spelled out in the Bill of Rights
. Differentiate aRepublidrom aDemaocracy
. Identify key attributes of government put forth in the Declaration of Independence and Constitution
. Explain thecore democratic values found in the Declaration of Independence, Constitution, and
other core American foundational documents
13. Identify key American cultural values
14. Definecapitalismand identify its main characteristics
15. Defineindividualismand differentide it from collectivism
16. Define freedom as it relates to American culture.
17. Explain how time and work ethic differ in some cultures
18.9ELX Ay (KS 02y 0OSLIi 2F WLINRGSOGSR OftlaasSaq
19.Givefour SEI YLX S& 2F WLINRGSOGSR Ofl aasSaq
20. Givetwo examples of classes that are rirrently protected
21. Give an example of discrimination against a protected class
22. Defineimmutable characteristicand give two examples
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Introduction

What are the basic values of the American people? Where did they come from? Have they changed over the
pk &G wpn @SIFENBK 2K2Qa 2LIAYAZ2Y YIFOGG§SNAK

This section of curriculum will dive into the core values of America, and the sources that either summarize or
state those values. We will discuss the importance of those values in our lives today.

Depending on whgou listen to, here are some of whaeO2 Yy A RSNJ 42 06S ! YSNRAOI Qa (

1 Independence / SeRReliance 1 Hard Work
9 Liberty /Freedom 1 Competition
1 Equality / Equal Opportunity 1 Justice

1 Material Wealthc the American Dream 1 Privacy

America, and our culture, has changed a lot since the country was founded. Are these values as important or
true as they were in 17767 Do you, as an American, embrace thess\ad our ancestors did? Are they

relevant to new US citizens from all over the world? Have they stood the test of time? Keep these questions
in mind as you consider the lessons in this section.

Threedocuments that are incredibly important to the history of the United States of Americaeddiextively
known as the Charters of Freedothe Declaration of Independengcthe US Constitutionandthe Bill of

Rights. These documents lay out the basis foeAca being a free and independent country, and give us the
framework for our laws and system of government.

We will look at these documents and some common American values that have played a major role in the
formation and success of America. Thesedassare not designed to replace these subjects in your social

studies classes. The California Cadet Corps has as two of its objectives Patriotism and Citizenship. As cadets,
we pledge to understand these concepts in a deeper way than the average studént. v A & LI G NRA 2 (A
y20 2dzad oSFiAy3 2dz2NJ OKSada I yR Ipndgahdinyidedstgngingtil K1 G ! Y
what has made America greathe foundational documents, history, and values that we hold dear. What

makes a great citizer@omeone who contributes to their community, state, and nation in a positive way,
participates in the processes mpublican democracy, and is a positive help and influence on the people

around them.
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Al. Declaration of Independence

Unless you slept through your social

atidzRASa OflaasSaxz e ' : )

Declaration of |ndependenc@raﬂed by % %ﬁe mmmoumedﬂrﬁtoﬁof&wunwgmm Ofcy(/mﬂcau
}

In CONGRESS, JULY4, 1776
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finally came togetheon July 4, 17760 | Lf:méi/; /m”f“f“fj” i ’“W“mmaﬁf;%ﬁ
announcethat independence was its goalil e e s - “”%ﬁﬂ"‘.’fwffﬁfx
e e B s 5 e v
Producing the Declaration of e Ry e s o - - /gmmw
Independence was no easy task. Not all | Bnps o BTN Ayfg,% jgiﬂ., Y s
colonies agreed that they wanted to see A TP 2 r, dn e ’;’Z
independence. Coming out publicly in ;Z””:f/ . 1 %fwm gl
support of independence, against the | v f%ﬁfy@ﬂﬁﬂ@{ig% o
mightiest empire in the world, seemed | = e ggfé Gl
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like a sure way to being declared a traitol
confiscation of property, and loss of
individual freedom. When most colonies started coming around to the idea of supporting independence,
they still had to agree on the detads process that took months. Even the final document we look at today
is about 75% of what Thomas Jefferson presented to the Congress, after cuts and changes. But they did
accept it, sign it, and publish it. The 13aries became the first 13 states of the United States, united in the
desire to forge ahead independent from Great Britain.

e

The Declaration of Independence was more of a statement of values and ideals than a framework for a new
country. Historians arguebaut what documents or philosophers influenced its message. People over the
centuries havemphasized different aspects of it to support their caudagpending on their point of view.

CKS ANRBYy& 2F RSOfFNAYI G(KIF G adlabety asvad yistitttidihs sy | (G SR S

beena major issue.

The document announced to the King and Parliament, the American colonists, and to the world that the
American colonies were breaking away from Great Britain, and it gives the reasons Congegssl ltiedit to
be a supportable action.

The Declaration of Independence may be broken into five ghr&National Archives, Accessed in OCT
2020)
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The Introductionasserts as a matter of Natural Law the ability of a people to assume political independence,
acknowledges that the grounds for such independence must be reasonable, and therefore explicable, and
ought to be explained.

In CONGRESS, July 4, 1776
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,

"When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political
which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the tharseparate and
equal station to which théaws of Naturend of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the

opinions of mankind requires that they should declare théicBla ¢ KA OK A YLISt {KS®

The Preambleutlines a general philosophy of government that justifies revolution when government harms
natural rights.

"We hold these truths to bgelfevident that all men are created equathat they are endowed by

their Creatorwith certainunalienable Ryhts, that among these areife, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness
That to secure these rights, Governments astifuted among Men, deriving their just powers from

the consent of the governedThat whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ésds,
the Right of the People to alter or to abolishanhd to institute new Government, laying its foundation on suc
principles and organizing its powers in suatmfoas to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and
Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for
and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankinderelisposed to suffer,
while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed
when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to re
them under aboluteDespotismit is their right, it is their duty, tthrow off such Governmentnd to provide
new Guards for their future security."

The Indictment lists the particular grievances documentingjtiey 3Qa A NBLISF § SR Ay 2dzNRA S
GKS ! YSN& OF y aQ Thikehfe tha spécificReagonsdhs tinding tatthers gave for their

severance from Great Britain. To see the full list of 27 grievances, check it out in the Nationalsfathive
https://www.archives.gov/foundinedocs/declaration

The Denunciation of the British People describesablenists' attempts to inform and warn the British
people of the king'énjustice, and the British people's failure to act. Even so, it affirms the colonists' ties to
GKS . NAGAAK A& bBONBIOKNBYy®é LG GKSYy FTAyArAakSa GKS Ol


https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-evident
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_men_are_created_equal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creator_deity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inalienable_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life,_liberty_and_the_pursuit_of_happiness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consent_of_the_governed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_to_revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Despotism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revolution#Political_and_socioeconomic_revolutions
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"Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned thantifne to time of
attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of thi
circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magna
and we have conjed them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would
inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice a
consanguinity.

We must, therefore, acquiesce in the nedgssihich denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold tt
rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends."

Finally, the Conclusion asserts that there exist conditionder which people must change their
government, that the British have proded such conditions and, by necessity, the colonies must throw off
political ties with the British Crown and become independent states. The conclusion contains, at its core,
the Lee Resolutiothat had been passed on July 2

The 56 members of the Second Continental Congress signed the Declaration of Independence. You may see
one of the original copies on display in the National Archives in Washington DC.

For more information on each of the signers of the Declaration of laddence, go to:
Declaration of Independence Signers

"We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of Americaeireral Congresassembled, appealing
to the Supreme Judge of the world for tleetitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of tht
good People of these Colonies, solemnly publistdankhre That these united Colonies are, and of Raylght
to be Free and Independe8tates that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that
political connection between them and the State ofdb#ritain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and tha
as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, €
Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may od rightidor the support
of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to eac
other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor."

AMERICAN VALUES:

What were the valueproposed in the Declaration défidependence?~or the most part, they are the values
expressed by European philosophers in the Age of the Enlightenment. Benjamin Franklintf@meh on
the Committee to draft the Declaration of Independence, along with Thomas Jefferson) was aifafdiis
philosophy, as were many of kientemporaries.

The main ideasespoused in the Declaration of Independence, which pull strongly from Enlightenment and
humanist theory, are:
f Equaltyoal £t YSy NS ONBFKGSR Sljdzr f €0
Freedom& Opportunity(d S Y R 2oy theiR Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are lfe, Liberty, and the pursuit oHappiness 0
I The power of government comes from the consent of the people governed


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Resolution
https://www.revolutionary-war-and-beyond.com/declaration-of-independence-signatures.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Continental_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Resolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sovereign_state
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1 People have the right to abolish their government and institute a ope/(PapersOwl, Accessed in

The Enlightenment: a European intellectual movement of tifeahd 18" centuries that
emphasized reason and science. The philosophy advocated for a society based upon reas
rather than faith, a civil order based on natural law and science, with ideals such as liberty
progress, tolerance, fraternity, constitutional govermmeand separation of church and state.
Radicals believed in democracy, individual liberty, freedom of expression, and eradication
religious authority(Lumen, Accessed in OCT 2020)

OCT 2020)

To boil it down, the values established by the Declaration of Independen@xasdity, liberty, and
opportunity.

9ljdz- t AdeyY ¢KS @FftdzS 2F SldatAadae ra Ad 02
treatment of people irrespective of soctalcultural differences. It has grown, in law, to mean
equal treatment and rights regardless of race, color, gender, religion, age, sexual orientatic
national origin.

It may seem surprising that these are the only values spoken of in the Declarbtimependence. When

we think of rights, we think of thenanyrights outlined in the Bill of Rights (Amendment&d of the

Constitution). But the Declaration of Independence was simpler than that. Its sole purpose was to

communicate the breaking away fro@reat Britain of the American colonies. It established the basic values

that Congress believed gave them the right to do that, then it listed the grievances against the colonists they
believed the King (and his government) was responsible for. ltcorRludé K i G KS O2ft 2y ASa «a
2dAKG G2 0S CNBS YR LYRSLISYRSyd {dGF dSaoe¢

Liberty: The state of being free. As a value, Liberty refers to the ability to choose our own
0StASO®S YR alreé |yR R2 ¢gKIG ¢ SrhesillgfiRighistha
first ten amendments to the Constitutielguarantees Americans freedom of speech, press, &
religion, the right to bear arms, to refuse to have soldiers quartered in your house, freedon
unreasonable search and seizure, rights speedy and fair trial by jury, and against self
AYONRYAYlI GA2YZ FYR FTNBSR2Y FTNRBY SEOSaarg
G2 R2 a42YSUOKAy3 (GKFdiQa y204 AttS3art 2N F2

It has to be addresskthat the values listed in the Declaration of Independenceidealsc concepts that are

LISNFSOGd ¢KS@ R2y QG NBLINBaSyid GKS NBIfAGe 2F (G(KS &

are created equal, but there are many inequalities in this world. We believe people have the right to life,

liberty, and thepursuit of happinessbut often people are denied these basic rights. All people are egual

but we can own slaves (in 1776). In 1860, the national government denied the right of states to secede from

the Union, though that righteems to bepretty clearlyarticulated in the Declaration of Independend#e

ASySNIrftte aNBS 2y (KSaSonpletélyardiavathendzi ¢S R2y Qi ySOS
8
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hLIIR2 NlIdzyAdey 2KFG Aa WIiKS NRIKG G2 [AFS:
to makesomething of yourself. This is a strongly held value in America, and is a value that
immigrants have held most dear. Coupled with some sense of equality, America gives its ¢
GKS 2LIRNIdzyAide (2 | OKAS@S 4 Kisdithed Bitsllech, K S &
strength, courage, and abilities. In many cases, this points people toward the value of matt
6SIHEtGK 603SYySNIffte gKFEG LIS2LXS YSIHYy 6A0K
value hard work matched with the opportunity get ahead in life.

A2 The Constitution

The Constitution of the United

States is a much more legally

important document than the

Declaration of Independence

(which, in some ways, was really

just a press release). The

Constitution is the basi®r the law

2F GKS !'yYyAGSR {i(GlrGdSaod LGQa t2y3ISNJI
than the Declaration of

Independence, and can be (and has

been) amended when two thirds of

both houses and three fourths of

the states agree to a change. It has served as a model for new governments arouvatlthe

As the Constitution establishes the law of the United States, it puts forth numerousples This
establishes fundamental truth relating to how our nation governs itself. These principles are:
(Worldhistory.us, 2017)

Popular sovereignty, meaning rule by the people

Republicanism, meaning the right to vote for representatives

Federalismmeaning power is shared between the national and state governments
Separation of powers into branches that make, enforce or interfanet

Balance of Powercontrols (checks) can be made on the other branches

Limited government everyone is bound by the US Constitution

Individual rights personalfreedomsare guaranteed by the Bill of Rights

Judicial Review the power of the court$o determine the legality of laws

= =4 =4 -8 -8 -8 -8 -9

Justice: the quality of being fair and reasonable. This value, which speaks both to fairness (harkenir
to equality and opportunity) and a fair and impartial justice system, is the focus of much of the
Constitution. Amendments-&to the Constitutiorgive to Americans protection from many of the
ANRSOIyOSa (KSe KFR F3aFAyad GKS YAy3aQa aeads




















































